Marie Lewis

NEH Steinbeck Institute 2011

The ART of the character. 

LESSON THREE
NOTE: If you are needing more time or have less time than the 90 minute block, you may want to cut out the Adinkra opening activity.
PROCEDURES:

Opening Activity  (25 minutes)

Gallery walk from Lesson Two (15 minutes)

Discussion after Gallery walk (10 minutes)

Students have brief opportunity to make positive comments and ask questions about their peers’ work. Comments should be specific (“its cool, that’s hot, great art, I liked it … all too vague!). 

Example prompt to yield specific feedback: I was impressed that ______________ represented his/her character by doing ___________________ in their piece. 

Basic Protocol: (run through 2 or 3 times)

1) Struck by (what stood out and why? Positive only at this point!)

2) Positive specific feedback (see prompt above)

3) Questions (probing, clarifying …)

Music Intro (15 minutes)
-Provide printed lyrics (can hold off on giving print out until after they listen) and play either audio or video of one of the suggested songs below. Teacher facilitates discussion around three questions. You can easily have a student volunteer lead this … I like to use students to facilitate discussion whenever possible and this one is totally do-able. Also, you will want a student to take notes at the board or on chart paper during discussion. You can probably be an observer and let the students take over completely on this.

1. What relationships (if any) do you see between this song and GW?

2. What character(s) do you think it relates to? Explain … provide an example from the text & link it to a lyric in the song.

3. At what point in the characters development do you think this song relates to him/her? (does the character fit with the song for the whole book, or is it how s/he starts out or finishes?)

NOTE: if you do not want to “use up” an example from Grapes of Wrath, you could do a song & character match using any interview from Studs Terkel’s Hard Times (listed in resources on unit overview). These are connected to themes in GW and there are farmer oral histories included that would be great fit. 

-Review
 the instructions for their task: 

1) find a song to match their character (does not have to fit exact circumstances but must capture some essence, nature, struggle, triumph, story, mood, emotion of your character). You may or may not need to set parameters about language in songs depending on your school policies. Rather than knock out a song with some school inappropriate words, perhaps you could get them to just #%$?! any words that won’t fly in school and keep the censorship down & free speech up?
2) again, they must write about the relationship between their song and character. This must include a paragraph describing both the song & the character and identifying connection. Students must then explain how it relates to/represents their character by providing examples from text & lyrics in great depth and detail.Students must connect at least three lines from the song to the character and three examples in the text and analyze the relationship.
3) students will need to print out a copy of the lyrics (copy & paste if necessary and then left align, 12 point font, with song title, songwriter & performer).
Researching & Staring the Writing (50 minutes)

-go to it … using computers/internet. 
Some song options for examples (you know your students, select accordingly):

Give one or two of mine from way back in the day (picking something older eliminates likelihood of anyone already planning/wanting to use the example song)- “Rain on the Scarecrow” by Mellencamp, “Carry on My Wayward Son” by Kansas, “Ghost of Tom Joad”- Springsteen or NIN version.

“Dust Bowl Dance” by Mumford and Sons (contemporary)

When I asked for ideas from on of my students as I was planning this unit, he suggested two fairly contemporary examples:  “Dear Mama” by Tupac as tribute to Ma Joad & “The Words I Never Said” by Lupe Fiasco--- have them figure out who that might go with and at which point in the text … 

Note: all of these are available on youTube or you can print lyrics if no youTube access in school

Option: I have done similar projects where students have asked if they can write their own lyrics. This has turned out fine and I am happy to accommodate students who want to modify projects with their own ideas. I would not suggest offering this as an option up front, but would wait to see if anyone ask to do it.

Name _______________________________
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Music
LISTENING TO MUSIC

As you listen to this song/read the lyrics, think about the various characters, themes, and stories in Grapes of Wrath and see if you find any connections. 

1. What relationships (if any) do you see between this song and GW?

2. What character(s) do you think it relates to? Explain … provide an example from the text & link it to a lyric in the song. You should have your book out alongside the printout of the lyrics.

3. At what point in the character’s development do you think this song relates to him/her? (does the character fit with the song for the whole book, or is it how s/he starts out or finishes?)

CONNECTING YOUR CHARACTER TO MUSIC

YOUR THREE TASKS 

(Please note that #3 is homework, you may get to start it in class but likely will need to finish it at home):  

1) find a song to match your character (does not have to fit exact circumstances but it must capture some essence, nature, struggle, triumph, story, mood, emotion of your character). 

2) create a clean page of your lyrics (12 pt font, left aligned, song title, songwriter & performer at the top)

HOMEWORK, please type this if you have access to a computer at home. 
3) write at least three paragraphs about the relationship between the song and your character. 

INTRODUCTION: a paragraph describing both the song and the character that identifies the connection 

ANALYSIS: You must connect at least three lines from the song to the character and three examples in the text and analyze the relationship. If done well, it could easily take a full paragraph to explore each connection example.

CHARACTER’s DEVELOPMENT: address question number three from our example song/character- At what point in the character’s development do you think this song relates to him/her? (does the character fit with the song for the whole book, or is it how s/he starts out or finishes?). Explain using at least one example.
